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The Rise of 30 Hudson Yards

32 304 {pdf_label(lang, 'reviews')}

2 147 {pdf_label(lang, 'reviews')}

The story of Edge NYC begins not with a single blueprint, but
with the ambitious transformation of Manhattan’s West Side.
For decades, the area known as Hudson Yards was a dense
industrial maze of rail yards and warehouses, largely ignored
by tourists. The vision to convert this forgotten infrastructure
into a vertical cityscape was spearheaded by developers like
Oxford Properties and The Related Companies, aiming to
create a new district that would rival Midtown in prestige and
scale. This urban renewal project was not just about building
towers; it was about redefining the skyline’s western edge.

Construction of the flagship tower, 30 Hudson Yards,
commenced in 2014 and concluded in 2019, marking a
significant era in modern architectural engineering. Designed
by the renowned firm Kohn Pedersen Fox, the tower stands as
atestament to postmodern elegance, featuring a sleek, glass-
clad facade that reflects the changing light of the Hudson
River. The structural complexity required innovative
techniques, including a massive foundation system to support
the immense weight of the 73-story structure on reclaimed

land, ensuring stability against the dynamic forces of the city.

The crown jewel of this architectural feat is the outdoor glass
bridge, which opened to the public in March 2020. Unlike
traditional enclosed observatories, Edge was designed to offer
an unobstructed, vertiginous experience. It quickly claimed
the title of the highest outdoor sky deck in the Western
Hemisphere, surpassing Chicago’s Willis Tower and trailing
only Toronto’s CN Tower. This distinction was not merely a
marketing gimmick but a deliberate design choice to immerse
visitors in the raw height of New York.

Beyond its structural records, Edge NYC represents a shift in
how New Yorkers and tourists interact with altitude. It moves
away from the historical nostalgia of the Empire State Building
toward a contemporary, sensory experience. The integration
of the Sky Skate rink and the exclusive Peak restaurant on the
101st floor further cements its status as a lifestyle destination
rather than just a viewpoint. It is a modern monument to
human ambition, standing 387 meters tall as the sixth-tallest
building in New York City.
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As you ascend the high-speed elevators, the city below begins to shrink, transforming into a grid of light and shadow. The
atmosphere inside the lobby is sleek and anticipatory, but the true magic unfolds when the doors open to the 101st floor.
The air is crisp, carrying the faint hum of the city far below, while the natural light floods the space, highlighting the
transparency of the glass walls. You are no longer just observing New York; you are suspended above it.

Stepping onto the triangular glass bridge is a visceral experience. The glass floor beneath your feet reveals the dizzying
drop to the street level, triggering an immediate adrenaline rush. The design removes barriers between you and the void,
creating a sense of floating in the sky. Whether you are watching the sunset paint the Hudson River in hues of orange or
seeing the city lights flicker on at night, the perspective is uniquely intimate and overwhelming, offering a connection to the

sky that few other places can match.




Practical Information

West Side Manhattan, between 30th and 33rd Street, 10th
Avenue - Subway: 34th Street - Hudson Yards (Line 7, direct
exit) or 34th St - Penn Station (Lines A, C,

From €39.27 for adults. Reduced rates for children (6-12
years) and seniors (62+ years). Sky Skate extra.

Photos and videos allowed without restriction. The triangular
bridge offers a perfect setting for selfies with the skyline.
Avoid flash to not disturb other vis

4/11

Open every day. Seasonal note: the last elevator departs
strictly 50 minutes before closing (around 8:10 PM). Check
specific hours for Sky Skate, a seasonal act

Allow 1h30 to 2h to fully enjoy the view, explore the
triangular bridge, and have a drink at the bar. Add 30 min if
you plan to skate at Sky Skate.

Ideal for families (especially 'Family Sundays'), couples
seeking romance, and thrill-seekers. Accessible to PMR
(People with Reduced Mobility). Not recommended
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Ou se trouve Edge NYC ?
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Organization

The base of 30 Hudson Yards features a grand, modern lobby with high ceilings and sleek finishes. Here, you will find
the ticketing counters and the entrance to the high-speed elevators. The space is designed to prepare you for the
ascent, with digital displays showcasing the building's architecture and the upcoming views. Security checks are
conducted here, ensuring a smooth transition to the upper levels.

Before stepping outside, you pass through the indoor observatory on the 100th floor. This level features floor-to-
ceiling windows offering 360-degree views of Manhattan, the Hudson River, and New Jersey. It houses interactive
exhibits and the entrance to the bar area. The indoor space is climate-controlled, providing a comfortable spot to take
initial photos and orient yourself before heading to the more exposed bridge.

The crown jewel of the visit is the 101st floor, featuring the triangular outdoor glass bridge. This cantilevered
structure extends outward, allowing you to stand directly over the edge of the building. Adjacent to the bridge is the
Sky Skate rink, a seasonal outdoor ice skating experience suspended in the sky. The bridge offers unobstructed views
to the south and east, making it the prime spot for capturing the iconic New York skyline.

Full elevator and bridge access for wheelchairs and strollers.
Ideal for families, with child rates and special programming on Sundays.

French, English, Spanish
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Must-See Views and Features

101st Floor

The Triangular Glass Bridge

This is the defining feature of Edge NYC. The glass floor allows you to look straight down 335 meters to the street below,
creating a thrilling sense of vertigo. The bridge’s triangular shape maximizes the view of Lower Manhattan and the Hudson
River, offering a perspective that is distinct from other observatories. It is the highest outdoor bridge in the Western

Hemisphere, making every step feel like a leap of faith.

» The bridge was engineered to withstand extreme winds and temperatures, ensuring safety while maintaining the illusion of

being completely exposed to the elements. 335 meters up, the ground is barely visible.

Outdoor Deck

Sunset Over the Hudson

Timing your visit for sunset transforms the experience. As the sun dips below the horizon, the Hudson River glows with golden
light, reflecting off the glass facades of the surrounding skyscrapers. The contrast between the warm sky and the cooling city
lights creates a magical atmosphere. This is the perfect moment for photography, capturing the transition from day to night in
the heart of Manhattan.

» Many visitors report that the sunset view from Edge is more dramatic than from other towers due to the unobstructed western

and southern views. Twilight offers the best lighting for selfies.

101st Floor

SKky Skate Ice Rink

For a unique twist, try the Sky Skate rink. This is the highest outdoor ice skating rink in the Western Hemisphere, located on the
same level as the glass bridge. Skating while suspended in the sky adds an extra layer of excitement to the traditional activity.

The rink is open seasonally, typically from late fall to early spring, and rentals are included in the package.

¢ Therinkis heated from below to prevent the ice from freezing too hard in the cold air, ensuring a smooth skating experience

even in winter. Gloves are highly recommended.
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101st Floor
Peak Restaurant

For those seeking a more intimate experience, Peak is an exclusive restaurant and bar located on the 101st floor. With only 14
tables, it offers a private dining experience with panoramic views. The menu features contemporary American cuisine, and the
cocktail bar is perfect for a romantic evening. Reservations are difficult to secure, so booking well in advance is essential.

% Therestaurant’s design complements the bridge, using similar glass elements to maintain the sense of openness. 14 tables
ensure exclusivity and privacy.

Bridge Orientation
View of Lower Manhattan

The bridge’s orientation provides a rare and stunning view of Lower Manhattan. Unlike the Empire State Building, which looks
north, Edge allows you to see the Financial District, the World Trade Center, and the Statue of Liberty from a southern vantage
point. This perspective highlights the density and history of the city’s oldest borough, offering a different narrative of New
York’s growth.

% Onclear days, you can see as far as New Jersey and even the ocean. The southeast view is unique to this location.

Indoor Observatory
Family Sundays

Edge NYC hosts special Family Sundays with interactive programming, including the Rock & Roll Playhouse. These events are
designed to engage children with games and music, making the visit more fun for younger audiences. The atmosphere is festive,
and the crowds are often more manageable. It is an ideal time to bring kids who might be intimidated by the height.

¢ Children often love the glass floor, finding it exciting rather than scary. Interactive games help distract them during the ascent.

Ground Level Context
The Vessel View

From the bridge, you can look down and see The Vessel, the iconic honeycomb structure in the Hudson Yards plaza. Seeing it
from above provides a new appreciation for its scale and complexity. It serves as a visual anchor in the modern district,
connecting the sky to the street. This perspective helps visitors understand the layout of the new neighborhood.

% The Vessel was designed by Heatherwick Studio and is a symbol of the Hudson Yards redevelopment. From above, it looks like a
giant beehive.

Outdoor Deck
Nighttime City Lights

After sunset, the city transforms into a sea of lights. The nighttime view from Edge is breathtaking, with the grid of Manhattan
glowing against the dark sky. The lights of New Jersey and the Hudson River create a dynamic backdrop. This is the perfect time
for romantic couples or those who prefer a quieter, more atmospheric experience.

% The contrast between the dark sky and the bright city lights is best captured with a camera’s long exposure. Urban lights create
amesmerizing pattern.



Essential Tips for Your Visit

Aim for sunset to experience both daylight and city lights.
Arrive at least 50 minutes before closing, as the last elevator
departs strictly at 8:10 PM for a 9 PM closing.

Start with the indoor observatory to orient yourself, then head
to the glass bridge for the main experience. End with a drink at
the bar or a skate at Sky Skate.

If you book Peak restaurant, plan for a longer stay. Otherwise,
there are cafes in the Hudson Yards plaza below for a post-
visit refreshment.

An audioguide is available in French, English, and Spanish. It
provides historical context and architectural details that
enhance the experience.
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Book tickets online in advance, especially for weekends and
peak seasons. This ensures your time slot and avoids long
queues at the entrance.

The triangular bridge is the best spot for selfies with the
skyline. Avoid using flash to not disturb other visitors. Look
southeast for the best view of Lower Manhattan.

Visit on 'Family Sundays' for special programming and a more
relaxed atmosphere. Children aged 6-12 get reduced rates.
The glass floor is thrilling for kids.

Dress in layers, as it can be windy and cooler on the 101st
floor. Wear comfortable shoes for walking around the Hudson
Yards district before or after.




10/11

FAQ

What is the ticket price for Edge NYC?

The price starts at €39.27 for adults. Reduced rates are available for children (6-12 years) and seniors (62+ years). Prices may vary
depending on the season and current promotions. It is advisable to check exact rates w

Do I really need to book in advance?

Yes, online booking is highly recommended, especially during peak season and weekends. This ensures your time slot and avoids long
queues. On weekdays outside of holidays, it is possible to buy on-site, but there is ari

Is there a current promotion?
Special offers may be available for groups or early bookings. Check the official website or ticketing platforms regularly for seasonal
promotions. Child and senior rates are already economical options. Check the terms.

Can | cancel or modify my booking?
The cancellation policy varies depending on the ticket purchased. Most standard tickets allow free cancellation up to 24 hours before

the visit. Check the specific conditions of your ticket at the time of purchase to avo

When is the best time to visit Edge NYC?

The best time is early morning or after sunset to avoid crowds and enjoy a calmer atmosphere. 'Family Sundays' are ideal for families
with children. Avoid peak hours from noon to 3 PM if you dislike crowds.

Anecdotes & curiosities

30 Hudson Yards is the tallest building in the Hudson Yards Edge NYC offers a southeast view that is rare in New York.
complex, standing at 387 meters. Its construction required a Unlike other observatories that focus on the north, Edge
massive foundation system to support the weight on allows you to see the Financial District and New Jersey from
reclaimed land. The glass bridge is an engineering marvel, aunique angle. This perspective highlights the city's growth
designed to withstand extreme winds while providing an and density.

open-air experience.

The glass bridge is the second highest outdoor bridge in the The Peak restaurant is an exclusive experience with only 14
Western Hemisphere, after Toronto’s CN Tower. This tables. It offers a private dining experience with panoramic
distinction makes it a must-visit for thrill-seekers and views, making it one of the most sought-after reservations in
architecture enthusiasts. It surpasses Chicago’s Willis Tower, New York. The design complements the bridge’s glass

which has an enclosed bridge. aesthetic.



The Hudson Yards district is a modern urban oasis that complements the vertical thrill of Edge. Before or after your ascent,
explore the pedestrian-friendly streets lined with luxury boutiques and gourmet restaurants. A short walk away, you will
find The Vessel, the iconic honeycomb-like staircase structure that serves as a central gathering point and offers its own
intermediate views. For art enthusiasts, The Shed provides a kinetic architectural marvel hosting contemporary exhibitions.

If you have time, stroll north along the High Line, an elevated park built on a historic railway line, which connects Chelsea to

the Meatpacking District and offers a serene contrast to the skyscrapers. This neighborhood is safe, clean, and perfect for a
relaxed evening.
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